Quick Graphing Checklist

· The graph takes up most (two-thirds) of the graph paper.

· A rule is used to draw the graph axes.

· The independent variable is plotted on the x-axis.

· The dependent variable is plotted on the y-axis.

· For each axis: 

· each box represents the same numerical value.

· there is a label indicating what quantity is being plotted.

· there is a unit for the label indicating the measurement used. 

· the scale runs the length of the graph.

· The scale used for the x-axis does NOT need to be the same as the scale for the y-axis.

· When required, a (0,0) origin is included on the graph.

· Ask “Does this graph require a (0,0) origin point?”
· A graph that does not start with (0,0) does NOT have to start with the same number on the x-axis as it does on the y-axis.

· The data points are plotted clearly and correctly and are easy to see.

· Data points are NOT usually connected, point-to-point.

· A best-fit trendline may be a straight line or a curved line.

· A best-fit trendline should go through as many data points as possible.

· Data points not on the trendline should be fairly evenly split between those above the line and those below the line.

· Ask “Should the trendline go through the origin (0,0)?”
· If the answer is yes, make sure to include the origin as the start of your trendline.

· If the answer is no, is there a specific y-intercept or x-intercept that should be used?

· If more than one dependent variable is plotted, be sure to key or legend the different sets of data.  Use different colors or symbols, or etc.

· The graph should be titled with a short and simple, yet descriptive title: the dependent variable versus the independent variable.

· When calculating slope of a trendline, use two points on the trendline.  Do not use data points that are not on the trendline.

